A Happening is Happening

In 1960s Amsterdam, the Provo movement held Happenings on Spui square every Saturday night at midnight.

These nights of active social participation and debate relied on word of mouth and grass root publications to inspire and energise a gathering of likeminded people.

  We suggest that comparable social participation has moved from the streets to the internet, where blogs, websites and forums give everyone a voice.

We want to explore how effective such social participation really is, and whether virtual communities of like-minded people can be brought together in real life.

To do this, we take our inspiration from the Provos and propose to turn Spui square into a living museum on Museum Night by staging a Happening. 

Unlike the Provos, we will attract our target participants through digital media, the grassroots communication of today; including viral videos, web pages and social networking. Our aim is not that these people only experience a Happening, but they become the Happening. We want to inspire action among the attendees.

Museum Night will be held on 6 November from 19.00 to 02.00. The investigative event we propose will begin at midnight. There will be 'animators' representing key figures from the original happenings and we will show documentary footage and interviews, invite live speakers and stage apparent television news coverage.

We want to examine how people respond to the different elements of the Happening. Will it be the theatrical event itself, the projected documentation, or will the apparent presence of media coverage generate the most interest.

Will the voices, opinions and energy that online anonymity gives us be echoed on the Spui, or does 'active participation' mean something different today?

