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A visually comparative survey and photographic project about the worlds of adolescent girls; 


foreign and domestic, immigrant and native.                                                                            





	This project conducts visual research into the self-image and the self-expression of adolescent girls, linked by migration. It seeks to explore how local vs global influences, (inter-) cultural awareness, economic and educational disparities, media and technology have an impact on the perception of themselves, their environment and their expectations for the future.


	Adolescent girls are culturally and economically one of the most vulnerable social groups worldwide. Statistics reveal that 70% of the world’s poor are female. Yet, research has also shown that they have the potential to be one of the most important social catalysts for change. In developing nations, 90% of women’s income will benefit their families and communities; men provide less than 50%. Yet we rarely hear young women speak in their own voices. This project provides girls ,and their mothers, with the opportunity to contribute to social and cultural change, because they are best suited to communicate visually and verbally about their lives, interests and expectations. In juxtaposition with my own work as a photographic artist an intercultural dialogue will result.


	I believe communities might be served by a deeper understanding of the origins of their immigrants and vice versa, particularly from the perspective of women and girls. If we cultivate more awareness of their social, psychological, religious and cultural parameters, better pathways  might be build toward mutual appreciation in living and working together. Personal histories move us, much like art does and both are important building blocks for a truly interconnected society. Historically photography and migration have been connected ever since migrants treasured the pictures of their loved ones who stayed home.


	The project will start in The Netherlands, where I will work with a variety of immigrant girls and their mothers to compile photographs, narratives, essays and drawings. Then I will do the same with their peers in the country of origin, starting with Turkey, Bosnia, the Dutch Antilles among others. Finally, I will work with native Dutch girls. This together with my own photographic and verbal interpretations will result in a book, an installation, a traveling exhibition and a private social network site, which will function as a virtual town square.	 


Upon successful completion of this component, I propose to include other immigrant groups, and other European countries, thus building a comprehensive archive of under-represented groups of young women and their mothers, both immigrant and native.                                                                 


  


	














	











Sweet?..





after 39 years "Adolescent Girls in Focus at the World Economic Forum”


    Investing in women is smart economics, and investing in girls, catching them upstream, is even smarter economics. 


    If you invest in girls, if you educate girls, if you get girls into jobs, you solve so many problems.


         Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala, World Bank Managing Director





    [Girls] are the part of the world's population that could make the biggest impact if supported with …. opportunities?


Mike Parker, Nike, Inc.





      an interactive art-project by 


   Hanneke van Velzen, 2010 -  ....


         more info: hannekevv2@gmail.com





                                                                       











Home?..
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